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WOAH avian influenza control standards and vaccination guidelines
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o General information update on AI

o WOAH Standards on AI

o Animal Health Forum platform (90GS in May 2023)

o Resolution No 28

o Vaccination against AI 

o Conclusion

Presentation Layout
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An International Standard setting body for Animal health, Welfare and 
Veterinary Public Health (Zoonosis) 

Formed in 1924 (25th January) > > > > > 

Currently 183 member countries

Headquarters in Paris, France.

13 Regional and Sub-Regional offices

WOAH Centenary Celebrations!!! 
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o AI continues to spread, evidenced by increase in the number of;
o affected countries, 
o outbreaks, 
o domestic and wild animal species affected.

o Reduced viral diversity, 94% of virus typed correspond to subtype H5N1 clade 
2.3.4.4b

o Persistence of the virus during previously undetected periods - reduced 
seasonality  

o Very few sporadic human cases

o WOAH continuously collects and disseminates information through WAHIS and 
its website.

General Update on Avian Influenza - Worldwide Situation January 2024
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o 2008 GF-TADS HPAI Global strategy was focused on emerging H5N1 subtypes.

o The new draft Global strategy (2024-2033) aims to safeguard poultry production, contribute to 
human and wildlife health protection, and transform poultry value chains towards a resilient 
agrifood system

o The draft strategy is currently under consultations with different stakeholders including 
Members. The aim is to launch in May 2024. 

o OFFLU (OIE-FAO FLU network) remains a scientific reference to provide expert advice on AI – 
publishing statement and guidelines where new scientific information on AI becomes available 
(OFFLU website).

o OFFLU experts participate in the WHO vaccine composition meeting (VCM) to support WHO in 
the selection of the appropriate animal influenza strains to be included in the human vaccines

o OFFLU has recently published the report of the project ‘Avian influenza Matching” which 
provides information on antigenic characteristics of circulating viruses to facilitate selection of 
appropriate vaccines for poultry.

o  

General Update on Avian Influenza - WOAH-FAO Collaboration
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o Terrestrial Manual Chapter 3.3.4 Avian influenza (including infection with high 
pathogenicity avian influenza viruses) is currently under the revision. To be 
adopted in May 2025

o Terrestrial Code Chapter 10.4 Infection with high pathogenicity avian 
influenza virus is up to date - no further revision is envisaged in the short term.

WOAH international standards on AI

https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahm/3.03.04_AI.pdf
https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahm/3.03.04_AI.pdf
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• AHF is a new discussion format introduced to explore the challenges for the global 
control of HPAI following a technical item: “Strategic Challenges in the Global 
Control of High Pathogenicity Avian Influenza” - Policy to Action

• The AHF highlighted that – 
• ✓AI is a One Health problem and must be tackled through a holistic 

ecosystem health approach 
• ✓Trust, transparency and collaboration is critical to address this disease 

threat and the challenges it brings 
• ✓OFFLU is important to provide diagnostic expertise and vital genetic and 

antigenic information to enable matching of vaccines to field strains 
• ✓There will not be a one size fits all approach and further guidance is needed 

to provide direction to implement the provisions in the WOAH Terrestrial Code 
to minimize impacts on trade and economics. 

• AHF resulted in Resolution No. 28 on the Technical Item, which spells out 
recommendations for WOAH, Members and Partners to deal with the global threat 
of HPAI.  https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2023/06/a-resos-2023-all.pdf

The Animal Health Forum (AHF) on Avian Influenza

https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2023/06/a-resos-2023-all.pdf
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o Resolution No.28 ‘Strategic Challenges in the Global Control of HPAI’ 
adopted during the 90th General session provided key recommendations for 
WOAH, Members and partners to effectively address the HPAI global threat. 

o An internal implementation framework and an associated M&E tool was 
developed for effective implementation of the resolution’s recommendations. 

o A WOAH internal Coordination Group was developed to ensure WOAH 
coordinated approach to support our Membership.  

Resolution 28: Recommendations to Members
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• Maintain transparency through timely and comprehensive reporting of avian 
influenza events to WOAH as described in the Terrestrial Animal Health Code.

 
• Promptly share samples and virus isolates, virus sequence data, and 

associated epidemiological information with WOAH Reference Laboratories, 
OFFLU and deposit sequences in publicly available databases to inform risk 
managers, thus enabling early detection, rapid response and pandemic 
preparedness through monitoring the evolution of LPAI and HPAI viruses

• Conduct appropriate, risk-based, comprehensive and systematic monitoring 
and surveillance in domestic birds, wild birds (e.g., along flyways) and in other 
susceptible animal species to support early warning and risk management at 
the human–animal–environment interface.

• Intensify the exchange of relevant information and coordination with public 
health authorities and other relevant authorities.

Resolution 28: Recommendations to Members
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• Support poultry keepers, in particular smallholders, in implementing correct 
usage of disease preventive and control tools, such as enhanced biosecurity, 
early identification of clinical signs and reporting, to prevent the introduction 
and spread of HPAI.

• Respect and implement the adopted WOAH standards and recognise 
compliant zones and compartments of their trade partners. 

• May consider the implementation of vaccination as a complementary disease 
control tool that is based on sound surveillance and takes into account local 
factors such as circulating virus strains, risk assessment and vaccination 
implementation conditions. 

• Adopt vaccine best practices (stewardship) and reassess on an ongoing basis 
the use of appropriately field matched vaccine strains and the continuing need 
for update of vaccines 

Resolution 28: Recommendations to Members
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• Develop and implement national disease control and operational plans in 
cooperation and coordination with wildlife health authorities, public health 
authorities and the private sector to ensure a multi-stakeholder effort to 
combat HPAI.

• Support research alliances and global research coordination mechanisms (e.g. 
STAR-IDAZ, WHO Public Health Research Agenda, OFFLU) to generate scientific 
knowledge using interdisciplinary approaches and tools, including the 
development, testing, production and approval of effective vaccines to 
contribute to the successful control of HPAI.

• Advocate for increased investment in low- and middle-income countries from 
funding institutions, the private sector, resource partners and development 
agencies in support of strengthening the human resource capacity and 
sustainable infrastructure of Veterinary Services, including diagnostic 
capability and early warning systems. 

Resolution 28: Recommendations to Members
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• The use of vaccination against avian influenza may be recommended under specific 
conditions. 

• Any vaccine used should comply with the standards described in the Terrestrial 
Manual (Chapter 3.3.4.)., together with other (horizontal) chapters on; 
• Chapter 4.18. Vaccination
• Chapter 1.4    Surveillance 
• Chapter 4.4    Zoning and Compartmentalisation  

• Vaccination will not affect the high pathogenicity avian influenza status of a free 
country or zone if surveillance supports the absence of infection, in accordance with 
Article 10.4.28.

• Vaccination can be used as an effective complementary control tool when a stamping-
out policy alone is not sufficient. 

• Whether to vaccinate or not should be decided by the Veterinary Authority on the basis 
of the avian influenza situation as well as the ability of the Veterinary Services to 
implement the vaccination strategy, as described in Chapter 4.18.
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o According to the survey done as part of the 2023 Technical Item, 19% of WOAH 
Members implement vaccination, mostly as emergency response

o Trade is the main barrier to initiate vaccination as reported by Members 

o Surveillance in vaccinated flocks is considered feasible but could present 
important technical and logistical challenges.

Vaccination Against AI – Cont…
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Key facts;

• Vaccination is recognised in WOAH international standards

• The WOAH provides recommendations on  vaccine production requirements for 
vaccines and on the diagnostic tests for detecting infection in vaccinated flocks

• Vaccines have already been used against HPAI in multiple countries (endemic or 
high risk)

• Technical/policy challenges (trade)

• Vaccination is not the SILVER bullet but it can play a role
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•Quality- Only Authorised vaccines. Illegal vaccines!!!!

•Availability - Need sufficient supplies of well-matched vaccine

•Surveillance - Need to be accompanied by a strong surveillance system to 
demonstrate “freedom” from infection

•Indirect risk - Potential transmission of virus by vaccination teams
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Resolution no: 28 https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2023/08/resolution28-strategic-challenges-in-the-global-control-of-
high-pathogenicity-avian-influenza.pdf

Recommendations pertaining to AI Vaccination

Vaccination Against AI  - Vaccination Specific Recommendations from Resolutions 28

8. Members, in 

consultation with the 

poultry sector may 

consider the 

implementation of  

vaccination as a 

complementary 

disease control tool 

that is based on sound 

surveillance and

takes into account local 

factors such as 

circulating virus strains, 

risk assessment and

vaccination 

implementation 

conditions.

9. Members 

adopt vaccine 

best practices 

(stewardship) 

and reassess on 

an ongoing basis 

the use of  

appropriately 

field matched 

vaccine strains 

and the 

continuing need 

for update of  

vaccines.

10. Members respect and 

implement the adopted 

WOAH standards and 

recognise compliant use

of  vaccination without 

negative consequences on 

trade, when the vaccination 

programme is

supported by vaccination 

monitoring and disease 

surveillance systems that 

can demonstrate

the effectiveness of  

vaccination and absence of  

infection.

11. WOAH, with the 

support of  its Reference 

Laboratories and 

OFFLU, provide up-to-

date

information to 

Members, the poultry 

sector and vaccine 

manufacturers on the 

genetic and

antigenic characterisation 

of  circulating virus strains, 

including comparison with 

existing

vaccines, to infer levels of  

protection.

12. Members ensure the 

use of  authorised 

vaccines manufactured 

according to WOAH 

standards that are 

effective against 

circulating strains and 

regularly share 

information related to the 

effectiveness of  the 

vaccination programme 

and their surveillance 

system to inform changes 

in

vaccination strategies and 

policy.

https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2023/08/resolution28-strategic-challenges-in-the-global-control-of-high-pathogenicity-avian-influenza.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2023/08/resolution28-strategic-challenges-in-the-global-control-of-high-pathogenicity-avian-influenza.pdf
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Poultry vaccination can no longer be excluded from the available alternatives and 
should be considered a complementary tool. 

▪ R

▪ Reduced economic losses, 

▪ Lower risk of human exposure 

▪ Minimised environmental impact 

▪ Incentives for innovative research 
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Global initiatives for Avian Influenza prevention and control 

The OFFLU  network-  Avian influenza matching (AIM) pilot project 
completed. 

- information on antigenic characteristics of circulating viruses
- update of poultry vaccine antigens in places where vaccines 
are being used

https://www.offlu.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/OFFLU-AIM-
REPORT-2023.pdf

GF-TAD HPAI global Strategy: Drafting process ongoing. 
External consultation with Members expected in March/April 
2024  

Meeting on HPAI vaccination and surveillance-WOAH will host 
a meeting in collaboration with IABS (Internation Alliance for 
Biological Standardisation) on 22 - 23 October 2024. 

OFFLU annual report 2023

https://www.offlu.org/index.php/2023/10/25/offlu-avian-influenza-matching-offlu-aim-report/
https://www.offlu.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/OFFLU_Annual_Report_2023.pdf
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